5 2            CONCEPTION OF MATTER          [ CH.

without further discussion, as a firm and adequate
foundation for our direct conscious experience. The
conflict between the mechanical and dynamical views
of nature is not yet over and the latter eliminates the
idea of matter altogether. That is, the mechanist
defines the atoms as Material extended particles; his
opponent makes them centres of force, unextended
points of reference, for the effects of force/5180

But the case of Indian philosophy is altogether
different. The problem of matter, like all other problems
of thought, has been discussed and final solutions have
been arrived at in different ways according to the
different outlooks and aims of the different systems
of thought. All the details are found worked out there.
Beginning with the grossest form of matter we gradually
enter into its subtle forms by slow degrees. The joint-
system, with which we are concerned, deals with all the
forms of gross matter in the most natural way so as to
satisfy the common-sense of man and be in agreement
with the actual reality and the conventions of the
external world ^avabara and pratifi). But at the same
time it talks of paramanus and dvyanukas also which
shows that the system deals with even those forms of
matter which are beyond the scope of common-sense
view.

Like almost all other Realistic schools, Nyaya-
Vai^esika attaches much more importance to matter.
The only non-material entity here is the Atman which
alone is conscious.  All the rest are jada and
represent the various phases of matter. Matter alone
manifests the consciousness which is a dbarma of the
Atman. Hence, we may say that as far as the objective
world is concerned the place of matter, in Nyaya-
Vai^esika, is as important as that of the Atman. But
at the same time we should remember that the cetana
aspect is in no way less important.
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